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Yimary Newsletter

Autumn 2. 16t December 2022

Dear Parents and carers of our wonderful primary children,

I am writing this infroduction to the newsletter shortly before the end of term with
ten Christmas shows, two discos, Santa's grotto with face painting, the huge parents
raffle, Christmas lunch and all of the class parties still ahead of us. The children should
have an exciting time and I really hope that you as their parents also have an enjoyable
Time,

One of my highlights this week was seeing some of our youngest pupils writing
senfences independently. Writing is such a hard skill to master... just think about it:
the development of fine motor skills allowing our children to correctly hold a pencil,
learning the letter sounds and also learning how o form each letter. Then transferring
this knowledge info forming written words by blending sounds. Not fo mention the need
to remember to separate words and punctuate a sentence. WOW! Learning to write is
hard! I am so proud of how our pupils have embraced all of the skills they have
mastered along the way to be able to now write really well.

I have another bit of good news to share with you all. Last summer, our Year 4 children
(now in Year 5) had to sit a national Multiplication Times-Tables Check (MTC). There
was no pass rate, however, the national average percentage for achieving full marks was
27%. 67% of our Year 4 children achieved full marks. This is quite simply fantastic -
well donel

I do need to take this opportunity to say goodbye to Ms Mullings, one of our Year 4
team and welcome Mrs White who is joining the Year 4 feam in January. Mrs Yasmin has
started her maternity leave and we all wish her and her baby well. Mrs Myton is
covering the Year 5 class throughout Mrs Yasmin's maternity leave. We also need to say
goodbye o Ms Nkrumah-Johnson (most of you will know her as Renelle), who is moving
on to a new job. All of our staff that are leaving will be missed.

T would like to wish all of you a happy and peaceful break over the coming weeks. Please
take care of yourselves and your children and we look forward to seeing your children
return to school on Thursday 5th January 2023.

I have included some important advice from our online safety adviser about parents and
children setting up new or upgraded devices - please see on the following page.




Setting Up Devices

With Christmas fast approaching, some children will be getting new or upgraded
devices, older devices may be handed to younger children. This is an ideal time to get
information out to parents about the imporfance of setting up devices with parental
controls in relation to the age of the child. Internet Matters covers all devices with
very simple, easy-fo-understand parental guides which you can find HERE.
https://www.internetmatters.org/childrens-online-safety-this-festive-season/

There are also some good console buying advice and fips.
www.internetmatters.org/resources/tech-quide/gaming-consoles-for-children

For Parents - Playstation Safety

Sony Playstation and Internet Mafters have got together and created a wonderful
interactive quiz for children and parents to learn together how tfo make the most of
Playstation settings for safer gaming. This is a great idea fo get conversations going

and for parents to learn more about the games which their children play.

You can access the interactive quiz on the following link:

NURSERY
CONCERT

The children in
Nursery have worked
really hard to learn
all the words in their
Christmas concert!
They hand made
their shakers using
stamps and glitter,
then they used their
instruments to make
their grand entrance!
Well done Nursery,
you made us all so
proud.
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.internetmatters.org/press-start-for-playstation-safety/

CHRISTMAS
IN THE ARC

The children in the Arc could
not believe their eyes, when
Santa visited our school to
wish the children and staff a
very Merry Christmas. The
reindeer were quite tired after
their long journey and chose to
go for a short sleep in
Academy fields. The children
met Santa and he was asked
lots of questions about what
lists the children were on!
Luckily all the children were on
the nice list so they can expect
a visit on Christmas Eve.

Thank you for your visit, Santa
it was lovely to see you.

RECEPTION
NATIVITY

Lets get BAAArmy! The
children in Reception got
everyone boogieing in their
seats in their Nativity this
year. Cheeky, Rascal and
Scamp the sheep were real
party animals! All the children
looked incredible and
showed off their best moves
and singing voices. Well
done to all the children and
adults that worked so hard to
make this play absolutely
SHEEPtastic!
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PUNCTUALITY AND ATTENDANCE

Well done to everyone for making sure our children get to school on time every day. A

reminder our doors open for soft start at 8.15 a.m. and our lessons start at 8.30 a.m.

Congratulations to the following classes who were awarded best punctuality and

attendance this half term.

Phase 1

Week beg. Best Punctuality Best attendance

31.10.22 Year 1 Squirrel Year 2 owl

14.11.22 Year 1 Starfish and Year 2 Owl Year 3 Turtle

21,1103 Year 3 Peacock and Year 3 Turtle Year 3 Panda

28.11.22 Year 1 Starfish Year 3 Peacock

5.12.22 Year 3 Turtle Year 1 Starfish and Year 2 Owl
Phase 2

Best Punctuality

Best attendance

31.10.22 Year 5 Giraffe

Year 5 Eagle

14.11.22 Year 5 Eagle

Year 5 Eagle

21.11.22 Year 5 Manatee

Year 6 Elephant

28.11.22 Year 5 Eagle

Year 4 Lynx

5.12.22 Year 5 Eagle

Year 6 Dolphin

YEAR 5 AND 6 INDOOR
ATHLETICS COMPETITION

Years 5 and 6, boys and girls, participated
in an indoor athletics competition where
they placed 3rd. They all represented the
school so well on and off the track. They
showed great resilience and team spirit
throughout. Thank you and congratulations
to all participants.
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YEAR 3 & 4

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

The year 3 & 4s smashed the Christmas
concert! Full of jubilant colours they
performed so well, keeping the audience
entertained the whole way through. Their
singing voices were exceptional, their
dance moves got the audience moving.
They are real performers and we are so
proud of them. Well done Year 3 & 4.
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE

This year we got all SPOTTY for the BBC Children in Need 's
big SPOTtacular in order to raise money for BBC Children in
Need. On Friday 18th November, teachers and pupils all
came into school in their most spotty outfits. The pupils all
learnt about how important it is for us to raise money for
charities and how we can help others. By donating via parent
pay and cash, we raised a total of £330! The money you
helped to raise is already on its way to fund crucial work
supporting thousands of children in local communities across
the UK. We hope you’ll take a moment to feel proud of the
amazing difference you’ve madel




PARENTS & CARERS
Meet the Teachers

We are delighted to be hosting the first of our Meet the Teachers sessions for
parents and carers in Spring 2023.

Whilst Parent Evenings are an opportunity to meet directly with your child’s class

teacher and discuss your child’s progress, Meet the Teachers is an opportunity to

hear more from the Primary teachers on what topics your child is learning and how
to support them at home in their learning over the term ahead.

Spring Term 2023 — Meet the Teachers

The class teachers in your child’s year group will be leading this session and will
present information about what and how your child is learning during the Spring
term. As well as outlining homework expectations and sharing some valuable tips
on how to help your child’s learning at home, the teachers will aim to address any
questions or queries you may have about the term ahead. We will be holding these

sessions for every year group at the beginning of every term.

Below are the dates to Meet the Teachers in the Spring term:

Nursery - Friday 6th January 2023
Year 5 - Monday 9th January 2023
Year 4 - Tuesday 10th January 2023
Year 3 - Wednesday 11th January 2023
Year 2 - Thursday 12th January 2023
Year 1 - Friday 13th January 2023
Reception — Monday 16th January 2023
Year 6 — Tuesday 17th January 2023

All sessions will take place in the ARC hall from 8:40am to 9:15am

Meet the Teachers is also an opportunity to meet other parents!
We really hope you will be able to attend and look forward to seeing you there.




OUTCOME OF PARENTS/CARER QUESTIONNAIRE

We would like to thank you once again for coming to our Parent/Carer Evening in
November. We hope you found this useful. We also really appreciate you taking the time
to complete our parent/carer questionnaires. These were overwhelmingly positive. The
outcomes can be seen below. If you have any concerns regarding any of the areas
covered in these questions, please do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff and we
will address these.

Strongly agree or agree

My child is happy at school Q7%
My child feels safe at this school 99%
My child is making good progress at this school Q7%
This school meets my child's particular needs 95%
This school ensures my child is well looked after 28%
My child is taught well at this school 99%
My child receives appropriate homework for their age 93%
This school helps me support my child's learning 96%
This school makes sure its pupils are well behaved 96%
The school deals effectively with bullying 94%
The school communicates with me in a timely manner 6%
The school is well led and managed 99%
The school responds to any concerns | raise 96%
| receive valuable information about my child's progress 95%
| would recommend this school to another parent 96%

RECORDER CLUB

This term, Anne Smart has launched an exciting
new recorder club. This has been incredibly
successful and has been a valuable contribution
to the developments we have been making to our
music curriculum at ARA.

The pupils who attend the Recorder Club have
been working tirelessly and have made fantastic
progress over the last few weeks. We have been
lucky enough to hear them perform during our
assemblies and our Christmas concerts. They
really are an asset to the school. Thank you to
all the pupils and to Anne Smart for leading this
fantastic club.




Friday 6th January 2023
Monday 9th January 2023
Tuesday 10th January 2023

DATES TO

~ | S
! J J
y
= N
\ |
\ i
| X

- = w/

Spring 2023 Key Dates

Meet the Teachers Nursery
Meet the Teachers Year 5
Meet the Teachers Year 4

Wednesday 11th January 2023 Meet the Teachers Year 3

Thursday 12th January 2023
Friday 13th January 2023
Monday 16th January 2023
Monday 16th January
Tuesday 17th January 2023
Monday 23rd January 2023

Monday 23rd January 2023

Wednesday 8th February
Thursday 9th February
Friday 10th February
Monday 20th February

Friday 10th March

Week beginning 20th March
Monday 20th March
Wednesday 22nd March
Thursday 23rd March
Friday 31st March

Meet the Teachers Year 2

Meet the Teachers Year 1

Meet the Teachers Reception

Year 2 Virtual History Workshop with a focus on the Great Fire of London
Meet the Teachers Year 6

Polly Ho Hen, Author, coming to ARAI
She will be conducting a reading assembly and leading Yé workshops

Year 5 Virtual History Workshop with a focus on What is history2

Art Dazzle Day
Year 4 Anti Bullying Workshop
End of Half term - PSHE Day linked with Red Nose day

Pupils return to school

PSHE Day

Shakespeare Week with workshops for Years 2-5
Parents Evening

History Dazzle Day

Parents Evening

End of Term 1.15pm finish

LOOKING AHEAD TO SUMMER 2023

(A more detailed list will be sent in the Spring Term)

Tuesday 18th April

Monday 1st May
Monday 8th May

Pupils return to school

Academy closed for Bank Holiday
Academy closed for additional Bank Holiday

Tuesday 9th - Friday 12th May inclusive Year 6 SATS




TOP TIPS

FOR STAYING SAFE ONLINE
Remember the SMART rules!

. Keep your personal information private. Do not give out your address
; I : . : ‘
s s for: Stay SAFE! phone number, social media handles, or school name to online strangers.

r [ is for: Don't MEET Up' Meeting someone in person you met online could be dangerous.

Check with a parent or guardian.

[ is for: ACCEPTING! Don'taccept friend requests or files from people you don't know.

- : | Stop the spread of misinformation by relying on trustworthy
’: 5 fOf. * sources, family, and friends.

If you see something, speak up! If something
seems off, tell a responsible adult.

is for: TELL Someone!

PACKED LUNCHES FOR £1 IN UNDER 5 MINUTES

On Friday 27th January at 8.30am - 9.15 there will a parent
workshop held in the Arc Hall. Parents are invited to get hands
on and create their child a free packed lunch, which will then be
delivered to your child o consume. The workshop will be a
wonderful opportunity to learn new tips and
tricks to create a budget friendly packed
lunch. A letter will be sent out to you in
January with a permission slip so you can
book a place. The workshop has a capacity
of 25 parents, so return your slips quickly to
be part of the funl




At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for aduits.
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'Anestimated|one-=third of/children havela/social medialac nt that trusted
know"vyhut contentjyoung BS&' dre.consuming; whatthey:re postil dthe interactions
‘they;re qving. media,jitican|beleas go.down ‘rabbit hole:

" wellbeing!/As platforms/grappleiwithimanaging(such‘legal but _ tent, lives are being
\impacted t‘r?:l.aic effect\We might/be/daunte ,'kby’t e scale of/the tech giants and their

content\whichisolenthrals)young peop’le, butijwe can's élp children'to be aware of their, mental
:'\ racognising when|somethinglisnit OK...-und knowing what to do about content that upsets them.

1. H{ﬂgggrsmnm C3E 6. MONITOR THEIR ACTIVITY

Keeping a discreet eye on how your
child is using social media can elr
ensure they're not entering potentially
dangerous situations. As they grow
up, of course, children need space to
exercise their independence - but you
can still occasionally ask to see what
they’re looking at. Be transparent
about your own social media use and
twa to sound judgemental

about your child’s.

Algorithms rank content by user
interest: someone who regularly
interacts with sports news, say, will
see the latest results at the top of their
feed. Likewise, if a user browses
content that can cause harm, that’s
what will be recommended to them in
future. Someone who's had a bad day
and looks for posts which reflect their
mood will find similar content being
suggested to them more and more.

2. AVOID THE MAIN FEEDS @ f

Avoiding the default feeds on

social media platforms limits the

amount of recommended content

that's shown. Users can opt to only

scroll through the accounts they =

follow, use restricted modes, or

highlight posts that the\f_ldon't wan

to see more of. Explore the platform

safety settings to see how you can

take control of what your child’s phone
shows them when they open the app.

3.DISCUSS WHAT @@ .
THEVVE SEEN ‘

Chatting about what your child’s seen
online keeps you aware of the content ¥
they're interacting with. Don't assume ’
that platforms are screening out
inappropriate material, or even that
our child would recognise content as
.. being harmful. Discuss who they
follow, what posts they like and what
comes up in their feeds: if alarm bells
ring, it could be time for a more
in-depth talk or to seek support.

4. LEARN HOW TO

HIDE CONTENT {PJ

e’ °

o 1TURN OFF PUSH ©
NOTIFICATIONS ~ ©

Even for adults, it's tempting to check
an email or message as soon as the
alert sound pings. Push notifications
encourage people to oren their apps
and spend time on their device, so
turning them off will help your child to
practise mindful use of tech. Most of
us have other things that we need to

»~  focuson as a priority — and those
notifications will still be there later,
when we have more time.

8. USE DEVICES TOGETHER

Giving children internet-enabled
devices and complete freedom to
explore platforms on their own can
§ result in exposure to hugely damaging
content. You could consider making a
particular area at home a designated
space to use phones, tablets and so °
on - making it much easier to monitor
what content your child is viewingand |
(if necessary) steer them away from

any potentially harmful paths.

9. ENCOURAGE OTHER ¢
ACTIVITIES >

: 4 : Mental health professionals often
If your child stumbles across highlight the importance of exercise, =
unsuitable content on social | « quality time with loved ones, a -
media, there’s the option to hide (O balanced diet and restful sleep for our

that post as well as indicating you'd
greler any similar material not to
e suggested in future. On some
latforms, you might also be able
o block posts that contain specific
words, which is an excellent way to
start taking control of what your
child sees online.

5. SET DAILY LIMITS

Phones and most apps can tell
; gou how much they're being used.
i ending too long online can mean a
- child misses out on other activities
y that are important to all-round
\ wellbeing. You could set some family

rules - for everyone to follow - around

device use, such as screen time limits :
and tech-free spaces: involving your 4

child in creating this agreemen - \ “

t
makes them more likely to stick to it.

7 mSh ™ 4 -
Meet Qur Expert

Shazia Sarwar-Azim is executive headteacher at a specialist
primary school and, as an emotional therapy coach, works with
school leaders to focus on the SEND, mental health and wellbeing
agenda. A passionate advocate for vulnerable learners, Shaziais a
Fellow of the Chartered College of Teaching and the author of The

mental wellbeing. Spending hours on
social media can cause us to sacrifice
other activities that our brains need to
feel well - so encouraging your child to
. put down their phone and enjoy
something that doesn’t involve a
screen can be immensely beneficial.

10. TALK ABOUT PEER ﬂ
PRESSURE

Most platforms default children’s
accounts to private, so only people
they‘ve accepted as friends can see
their posts. This reduces the risk of
bull\{mg or unkind comments, but —
justlike offline life - the digital world
can still make children feel as if they

need to act or look a certain way to fit \
in. Talk to your child about peer

pressure, and listen to any concerns so
~=, You can provide the support they need.

Sources https;fwwwibc.couk/news/technology
hnp;ji;p-mta:nicum}insightsjsncinl-madinv

#ngéUEWednesdag

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com y @natonlinesafety n [NationalOnlineSafety @nationalonlinesafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 30.11.2022
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