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Context

This is a novel about a boy, Phoenix, the
son of a computer geek who creates a
virtual reality game that gets a bit too

real. Phoenix becomes Theseus pursued
by the Minotaur, becomes Perseus and
confronts the Gorgon, and goes down

into the underworld.

The Minotaur was captured for
King Minos of Crete and locked in
the labyrinth. Every year for nine
years, seven youths and maidens
came as tribute from Athens.
These young people were also
locked in the labyrinth for the
Minotaur to feast upon, until the
creature was defeated by Theseus.

Key characters

Phoenix Grave: son of a computer expert
who creates a virtual reality game

Theseus and Perseus: Personas in a
virtual reality game

Gorgon: A monster like creature in Greek
Mythology, which needs to be defeated
in the game

Steve Adams: school bully
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Alan Albert Gibbons, who was born
on 14™ August 1953 (67 years old), is
an English writer of children's books
who has won a Blue Peter Book
Award. He lives in Liverpool, England,
where he used to teach in a primary
school.




