
Sociology A LEVEL  

Course Description  

Sociology is the study of human social 

relationships and institutions. Sociology’s subject 

matter is diverse, ranging from crime to religion, 

from the family to the state, from the divisions of 

race and social class to the shared beliefs of a 

common culture, and from social stability to 

radical change in whole societies. Unifying the 

study of these diverse subjects of study is 

sociology’s purpose of understanding how human 

action and consciousness both shape and are 

shaped by surrounding cultural and social 

structures.  

You will investigate the social causes and 

consequences of such things as romantic love, 

racial and gender identity, family conflict, deviant 

behaviour, aging, and religious faith. At the 

societal level, sociology examines and explains 

matters like crime and law, poverty and wealth, 

prejudice and discrimination, schools and 

education, business firms, urban community, and 

social movements. At the global level, sociology 

studies such phenomena as population growth 

and migration, war and peace, and economic 

development.  

Scheme of Assessment  

Paper 1 (33.3% of total): Education with 

Methods in Context  

(1 hour 30 minutes, 60 marks)  

Paper 2 (33.3% of total): Topics in Sociology  

(“Families and Households” and “Media”  

Paper 3 (33.3% of total): Crime and Deviance 

with Theory and Methods  

Examining Body: AQA 

Entry Requirements 

5 GCSEs 9 –5 including a grade 5 in English and 

Maths GCSE. GCSE grade 5 in Combined Science. 

What equipment or materials do I need? 

Textbook, stationary, lever-arch folder. 

Career Progression  

An A-level in Sociology will enhance your 

chances of being accepted into university, either 

to take a sociology degree or any other course of 

study. Many pupils who complete the course will 

pursue social science degrees. But many pupils 

also use the skills developed and progress onto 

courses such as journalism or geography.  

Sociology careers are varied, with common ones 

being in human resources, social work, policing, 

education, health and welfare, personnel 

management, public relations, advertising, 

political research, the media industry, teaching, 

market analysis and law. More and more 

employers see sociology as a highly desirable as 

the subject develops communication and 

interpersonal and analytical skills as well as 

tolerance and cross- cultural understanding. 

 

“The task of sociology is to 

understand how interactions 

between individuals shape 

society.”  


