
 

 

 
 

 

14th February 2020 
 

 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

As you will be aware, there has been a lot recently in the news post Brexit about citizenship and the 
right of those born outside of the UK to remain. The diversity of our academy community means 
that this information may relate directly to you and I believe that it is important that those affected 
have the right information. It is vital that you read this information as regardless of whether your 
child was born in the UK, this may not mean that they have automatic British citizenship. Please see 
below some guidance and a link to the government website to support you if you are indeed in this 
position. 

There are different ways to apply for British citizenship based on your circumstances. 

1. If you were born in the UK 

You do not automatically get British citizenship if you were born in the UK. It depends on when you 
were born and your parents’ circumstances. You may be eligible to apply for citizenship if you were 
born in the UK and are not a British citizen. 

2. If you moved to the UK 

You may be able to apply for citizenship by ‘naturalisation’, depending on your situation. If you’re 
eligible in more than one way you can choose which way to apply. 
 

3. You’re married to or in a civil partnership with a British citizen 

To apply as the spouse or civil partner of a British citizen you must have lived in the UK for the last 
3 years. 

You’ll also need to have one of the following: 

 indefinite leave to remain 

 settled status under the EU Settlement Scheme 

 a permanent residence document to confirm you have permanent residence status 

If you do, you’ll be eligible to apply for citizenship immediately. 

4. You have indefinite leave to remain (ILR) 

You can usually apply for ILR after you’ve lived in the UK for 5 years. 

https://www.gov.uk/types-of-british-nationality/british-citizenship
https://www.gov.uk/types-of-british-nationality/british-citizenship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-citizenship-born-uk
https://www.gov.uk/apply-citizenship-born-uk
https://www.gov.uk/apply-citizenship-spouse


 

To apply for citizenship with ILR you must usually have lived in the UK for 12 months after getting 
it. 

5. You have ‘permanent residence’ status 

If you or a family member are from the EU, EEA or Switzerland, you usually get permanent 
residence status automatically after living in the UK for 5 years. 

This means that if the 5 year period was more than 12 months ago, you’ll be able to apply for 
citizenship as soon as you get your permanent residence document. 

6. You have ‘settled status’ under the EU Settlement Scheme 

If you and your family member are from the EU, EEA or Switzerland, you can apply for ‘settled 
status’ after you’ve lived in the UK for 5 years. 

To apply for citizenship with settled status you must usually have lived in the UK for 12 months after 
getting it. 

Settled status is also known as ‘indefinite leave to remain under the EU Settlement Scheme’. 

Other ways you can be eligible 

You may be eligible to apply for citizenship if: 

 you have a British parent  

 you have another type of British nationality  

 you’re stateless  

 you previously gave up (renounced) your citizenship  

If you’re a Commonwealth citizen 
You may be eligible to apply for citizenship under the Windrush Scheme if both: 

 you or one of your parents arrived in the UK before 1973 

 you’ve lived in the UK and not been away from it for more than 2 years 

If your parent arrived in the UK before 1973, you must have either: 

 been born in the UK 

 arrived in the UK before you were 18 

Some Commonwealth citizens have ‘right of abode’ in the UK. This means you can live or work in 
the UK without immigration restrictions. Check if you can apply to prove you have right of abode in 
the UK. 

I hope that you will find this information of some use.  I believe that the deadline for all applications 

is December 2020 so please do allow yourself enough time to submit your application.  For further 

information, the link to the government website is: https://www.gov.uk/british-citizenship  

Kind regards 

Allison Moise-Dixon 

Principal and CEO 

 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-citizenship-indefinite-leave-to-remain
https://www.gov.uk/apply-citizenship-indefinite-leave-to-remain
https://www.gov.uk/apply-citizenship-british-parent
https://www.gov.uk/apply-citizenship-british-nationality
https://www.gov.uk/apply-citizenship-stateless
https://www.gov.uk/renounce-british-nationality/resume-your-british-nationality
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/undocumented-commonwealth-citizens-resident-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/right-of-abode
https://www.gov.uk/right-of-abode
https://www.gov.uk/british-citizenship

